Toward a clarification of primary prevention.
The ambiguity of the concept of primary prevention and a vague fear that primary prevention may violate civil liberties are two of the important barriers blocking the implementation of primary prevention. Progress toward overcoming these barriers may be possible by distinguishing between the different but overlapping meanings of primary prevention. In this paper four models of primary prevention are proposed to aid definitional accuracy and to help identify and avoid those types of preventive interventions which threaten civil liberties.